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Abstract  
This paper explores the relationship between St. Antony the Great and his 
eduaction as it appears in two essential texts: Vita Antonii and his Epistles. 
In this sense, we divided this paper into two sections: in the first part (”St. 
Antony the Great and the Antique Late Cultural Tradition”) we will point 
out that Abba Antony was a wiser monk charcateized by a wide knowledge. 
Briefly, etimologically, he was a ”gnostikos”. In the second, we will 
promote a new vision of the figure of St. Antony the Great. More exactly, in 
our opinion Abba Antony was a lettered monk, because  Athanasius’s image 
of St. Antony as ”an unlettered monk” is false. As we know, Samuel 
Rubenson has argued that Antony was a literate and educated monk. 
Therefore, our majore premise is that St. Antony the Great was a literate and 
a theologicaly educated ascetic. 
 


