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Abstract  
The issue of this article falls within the field of the history of theology. It aims 
to briefly capture some aspects regarding the genesis and evolution of the idea 
of „person” in the Romanian theologian Dumitru Stăniloae’ writings (1903-
1993). For methodological reasons, the analysis is limited to addressing the 
Russian theologian Sergiu Bulgakov (1871-1944), who had in the 30s of the 
twentieth century a considerable contribution to the formation and evolution 
of his first thoughts about person. In a first stage, the new theory of this 
theologian, which combines the ontological pole with the relational or 
catholic one in explaining the personal principle (spirit), is fully appropriated 
by Father Stăniloae, although it does pose some „difficulties” or 
„bewilderment” in some places. This situation changes significantly after the 
„sophiological dispute” (1935-1937), when the Romanian theologian keeps 
his interest only for the person’s relational pole and definitively abandons the 
Bulgakovian assertions about its ontological pole; he thus returns to the 
ontology of the hypostasis/person in patristic theology. 
 


